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FIGURE 7.8      �Case Flowchart of Midtown Community Court in Manhattan

 Source: Lee and Martinez (1998).

Computer Application: In addition to
the complaint and the rap sheet, the judge,
defense attorney and  prosecutor have access
to the pretrial assessment and information on
prior Midtown Court appearances.

Resource Coordinator: A new player in the
courtroom, the Resource Coordinator reviews
all the information on every case and makes
a sentencing recommendation.

Alternative Sanctions: Most defendants are
required to perform community service or attend a
social service group within 24 hours of arraignment.
Sentence, scheduling and attendance are tracked
electronically to ensure high accountability. Defendants
who feel to attend are immediately declared
delinquent and a warrant is issued for their arrest.

On-Site Services: Defendants who
are sentenced to community service
may, and often do, take advantage of
court based social services voluntarily.

Assessment: The Criminal Justice Agency
conducts a personal interview. This interview,
based on an expanded version of the  standard
pre-trial assessment, Includes information about drug
use education, employment, health, and housing.

Drug Assessment: When requested by the
resource coordinator a drug counselor interviews
the defendant to assess their suitability for drug
treatment as an alternative to jail.

Sentencing: With a plea of guilt, the judge has a wide
range of intermediate sanctions to choose from, including
community service and social service sentences such as
short-term drug treatment, health education groups for
prostitutes or long-term drug treatment as an alternative
to jail.
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